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Recent research highlights the need to capture, represent and manage architectural design 

decisions and architectural design rationale as key elements of Architectural Knowledge. Despite 

the variety of techniques and tools that allow the visualization of this type of knowledge, there 

are no studies that evaluate the adequacy of the different proposed visualization techniques for 

exploiting Architectural Knowledge. We describe a set of visualization techniques that presents 

Architectural Knowledge in a different way. These visualization techniques are analysed, 

considering their strengths and weaknesses, performing an empirical evaluation with an 

experiment. The main goal of this experiment is to evaluate which is the most usable 

visualization technique when exploiting Architectural Knowledge in the process of doing 

architectural changes. This work presents some experimental material used in the performance 

of this experiment, such as a quick guideline to the visualization tools that take part in the 

evaluation process, and a Microsoft Power Point presentation used to introduce the experiment 

to the subjects.  
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1 Quick guideline to some visualization tools  

Below it is presented a quick guideline to the five visualization tools (Compendium, 

SequoiaView, ADDSS, Protégé and Jambalaya) that take part in the empirical evaluation. 
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2 Introduction to the experiment 

Below it is showed a Microsoft Power Point presentation used to introduce the 

experiment to the subjects. It includes the experimental context, the EFT System and tasks to be 

performed. 
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